
to get the first version established. She was a warm, helpful and supportive colleague and I will sadly miss 
her. 
I have known Elke for many years. She was a charismatic primary care pediatrician, outstanding in her 

wisdom and energy. 

I shall miss her very much. 

 

Prof. Zachi Grossmann, EAP, IPA (Israel) 

 

+ 

 

What very sad news. I find it very hard to take it in. Although I did not know Elke well, I worked with 

her on a number of projects, most notably the Core Curriculum for Paediatrics, where she undertook 

groundbreaking work to get the first version established. She was a warm, helpful and supportive 

colleague and I will sadly miss her. 

 

Rob Ross Russell, European Board of Paediatrics (UK) 

 

 + 

 

I am truly sorry to hear of the loss of a distinguish colleague of ours, Dr Elke Jaeger Roman. 

Elke was always fighting for the benefit of the children and our profession. 

On behalf of the entire EAP EC (all members are copied to this email), please accept our condolences and 

may our prayers help comfort her family. 

 

 Adamos Hadjipanayis (Cyprus) 

 

+ 

I remember Elke Jäger Roman as a great and truly outstanding colleague that promoted child health and 

paediatrics with enormous enthusiasm, and as a colleague who was always looking forward willing to 

find solutions. The conversations with her I remember with pleasure, she was clear in her goals and open 

in her approach, and willing to work together to achieve solutions and progress. 

She will continue to live in our memories! 

Prof. Dr. Berthold Viktor Koletzko (Germany) 

+ 

It has been a privilege to share part of our professional life with Elke.  The European paediatric world 

loses a result focused role model and the children and adolescents a highly esteemed advocate. 

Per aspera ad astra 

Stefano Del Torso, MD  (Italy) 

+ 

I remember Elke in several flashbacks, the first of them in November 2009, in Berlin, armed with a 

hammer shooting down a simulated Berlin wall, in that meeting, the first of the ECPCP, I only spoke with 

her by phone before just to organize a workshop on simulation that took place at a local clinic. The second 

was in Budapest (2010), as a SEPEAP delegate. After that EC meeting, Helena Porfirio resigned as Vice 

President, provoking that a neophyte became Vice President in 2011.   

This Vice president by surprise, in April 2012 overwhelmed by responsibility, traveled with his wife, 

whom many of you know, and his daughter María to Berlin to spend a day with her and talk about the 



ECPCP. In addition to showing us her city, Elke invited us to dinner at her house with Peter, tucking 

Maria in a blanket on her sofa while we talked about the economic crisis. She had the vision of suggesting 

Gottfried as Vice President to help me in this adventure and firmly exercise his role as Past President. 

 When we met in Santiago (2013), I gave her a present with local cheese and some bottles of wine, and she, 

surprised, asked me why I made her the object of my generosity, I told her that I would never forget that 

night at her house in Berlin and, surprised, she gave me a kiss, that kind of pact that we had, by virtue of 

which I tried to greet her with a kiss and she ran away. It became an almost Latin relationship thanks to 

the wine. The loss of Elke is an irreparable loss for the ECPCP and a very personal painful loss, I prefer to 

remember her always firm, clear or direct, with a Spanish smile and infinite affection.  

Rest in peace. 

Dr Luis Sanchez Santos (Spain) 

+ 

When a friend goes, sad feelings mix with good memories. With Elke I shared many hours at EAP 

meetings since my first one in Luxembourg many years ago. That day she spoke to me so clearly and with 

such passion of the need of ECPCP, that she immediately won me for the cause. And so I had the 

opportunity to work in ECPCP with all of you that has been the most rewarding experience.  

Elke and I became friends and shared many good moments since then. In dinners, visits and having a 

glass of wine or aquavit. She was really a character and a great lady (with capital letters).  

She has been the heart and soul of our Confederation from the first moment. During all these years she 

always supported those of us who took responsibilities in ECPCP in the executive and the WGs, who knew 

she was there with her wise advice whenever needed. She had that ability of great leaders to get the best 

from those around her. 

She had a dream of European paediatricians working together for children and she made it true. And we 

should keep that dream alive to honor her.  

ECPCP is now an orphan with a broken heart. But we will remember her example, all we learned from 

her, her dedication and passion to advocate for children, especially for those of them more vulnerable.  

If good memories can keep alive those we miss so much, our dear Elke will be with us and with her ECPCP 

forever. 

Dr Angel Carrasco, past president ECPCP (Spain) 

It has been very short time since I have joined you and met her just at our very last online meeting, but I 

can truly understand what she meant for ECPCP. With condolence to all her friends and family.  

Rest in peace. 

Ayse Sokullu  (Turkey) 

+ 

Dear colleagues, friends. Elke was a beautiful personality, a good and friendly person with an open heart. 

An ardent advocate of primary pediatrics, she was at the birth of the first curriculum in this field at the 

European level. I will never forget her, she was a role model for me in many ways.Sincere condolences to 

the family. 

Gabriela Kubatova  (Czech Republic) 



+ 

It is very difficult, almost impossible, to find the right words to express the pain we feel at the loss of our 

dear friend and colleague Elke. The news of her death has affected us so deeply that it can only reflect the 

importance of her figure and the mark that meeting after meeting she has left on us.   

From the first moment we arrived at the ECPCP, she welcomed us and gave us the strength to stand up 

for primary care paediatricians. Her dedication and conviction motivated us to take time out from other 

tasks to try to improve the European Paediatrics. Her wise "disagreements" have made us grow 

personally and professionally and her kind corrections have made it possible to finalise pioneering 

projects in residency training. 

Elke was the foundation of the curriculum working group where she was always a great collaborator and 

a tireless worker, always willing to help. All ECPCP members know, she was always willing to listen and 

give advice and also willing to enjoy the good moments of the meetings. It is difficult to forget the meeting 

we shared in Madrid.  

These words are insufficient to show our love and gratitude to Elke. Elke will always be present at our 

meetings. 

Rest in peace 

Concha, María, Angel, Carmen (Spain) 

+ 

This is very sad news for ECPCP. I am truly grateful to Shimon for beautiful and fair words in honour of 

Dr. Elke Jaeger Roman RIP. Already miss her nice, honest and respectful attitude she treated her 

colleagues in ECPCP. It is almighty loss for her family and friends as well. With condolences to everyone 

from ECPCP 

Iveta Skurvydiene (Lithuania) 

 

+ 

Personally I haven't had the opportunity to know Dr. Elke Jaeger Roman and collaborate with her, but I 

sincerely join the condolences of those who have known and esteemed her. 

Dr Mattia Doria, FIMP (Italy) 

+ 

Elke was a beautiful person, very kind, mindful, helpful and biggest professional I had the pleasure of 

knowing.  

My deepest sympathies to the entire family 

Zuzana Kostalova (Slovakia) 

+ 

 



In Germany we are very, very sad about Elke’s death. She was an important driver of our common 

pediatric aims. We have lost much in Germany and in Europe! 

 

Dr. Thomas Fischbach 

Präsident BVKJ e.V. (Germany) 

 

+ 

 

I am standing with broken heart… 

 

Ferenc Kadar (Hungary) 

+ 

We all are deeply sad and astonished today: it's almost impossible to think of our future meetings without 

Elke's remarks, suggestions, benevolence, and encouraging kindness. 

Her strong and charismatic personality has always been put to the service of advocacy for children and 

adolescents and to continuously reconsidering the best practice in our everyday's work as PCPs. 

We wish her strength and wisdom could stay in our hearts and always be a leading example for our 

future work together. 

Thank you so much Elke, it was a precious gift to have worked with you, 

 

Laura, Patrizia e Innocenza  (Italy) 

 
+ 
 
With great sadness I heard of Elkes death;   

when she came to us in the CESP days we had found in Elke “THE” strong fighter for primary care in 

Pediatrics. 

I will always keep the long-term cooperation with her in my mind, 

 Yours Wilhelm Sedlak  (Austria) 

It is always sad when a friend passes away. In Elke's case it is a question of missing a front lady of our 

organisation.  

I did not know her as long as most of you, but she really is a person to remember. My first sight of her tall 

figure was in the queue of our flight to Santiago de Compostela, a woman with firm and warm insight of 

the things that she felt worth of emphasizing. So she did, she gave us many questions but also many 

answers. I personally thank her for giving me the opportunity to visit the Charité, a hospital with great 

history, and seeing also the best of Berlin. 

 

With love, 

Pirkko (Finland) 

 

+ 

 

I was shocked by this sad and unexpected news 

We shall keep Elke "alive"!  within us, her passion, her vision, and wisdom may accompany us forever 

Manuel Katz MD (Israel) 

 

+ 

 



I am struggling to describe the immense shock provoked by Elke’s sudden death. I will always remember a 

fervent, passionate and convincing fighter for pediatric primary care, with a captivating openness and 

curiosity, a very warm-hearted and welcoming colleague, especially supportive and reliable, always 

offering a helping hand and giving advice based on her enormous background knowledge and 

connections.  

I am convinced that we will continue to work in her spirit. 

My deepest sympathies go out to her family 

 

Mario (Switzerland) 

 

+ 

 

I have no words for such unexpected news, how could this happen?? 

Elke was in my mind a made-of-steel-woman and a great example for all of us.  

It seems impossible to me that she left us, we have lost a great woman. 

I am deeply sad 

Laura Reali, MD (Italy) 

 

+ 

 

Even though I did not know her as long as most of you, she was to me a role model of how to be passionate 

about primary paediatrics, a role model I will not forget.  

  

My condolences to family and friends. 

 

Katja Dejak Gornik (Slovenija) 

 

+ 

 

 

I did not have the opportunity and the luck to know Elke, but I would like to join your condolences.  

RIP beloved Elke  

Mohamed H. Hassan, SICUPP (Italy) 

 

+ 

 

We are very saddened by this information. Elke was a soul of ECPCP, she welcomed us warmly from the 

first moment we entered the ECPCP. 

We express our deepest condolences to all friends and family 

Rest in peace 

 

Branka and Marinela (Croatia) 

 

+ 

 

 

As you know I have had the privilege to join ECPCP quite recently. Since I’ve come to know Elke, I admire 

her courage and enthusiasm. She had one big aspiration: advocating for access to quality healthcare for 

all children and adolescents. To this end, she committed herself with great foresight and unbelievable 

energy. Like all of you I already miss Elke a lot. Right now it is difficult to even imagine ECPCP without 

Elke, but I believe she would like us to work together more closely and even harder in the pursuit of this 

common goal.  

Her memory will always be alive. 

 

Christine (France) 



I am very sorry to hear of the loss of our colleague Elke. In this short time since I know her, I will 

remember Elke with a smile on her face and pleasant talks. My condolences to her family and to all our 

friends. 

Semra Akkuş Akman 

 

+ 

 

Elke will be remembered as a genuine humanist, who preached what she practiced and practiced what she 

preached.  

A great loss. Her spirit will follow us. 

Jacob Urkin 

 

+ 

 

I am deeply saddened by the loss of Elke and will keep her in an inspiring memory. 

My condolences to the family. 

 

Mateja 

 

+ 

 

Elke has been the rock where the ECPCP has been supported, strong and solid. 

Her commitment has made ECPCP advance.  

She was always looking for social equity. 

Spanish paediatricians send their condolences to German paediatricians and to all European 

paediatricians for this terrible loss for children. 

Rest in peace, 

Concha Sánchez Pina 

 

+ 

 

I have lost a very good friend. Without Elke I would not have joined the forces of European primary care 

paediatricians in EAP and ECPCP. She motivated me and pushed me in an encouraging manner.  

She was incredibly creative and we had uncountable conversations whose content is impossible to 

remember.  Once if I took over responsibilities, I came under her observation and received a lot of advice. 

Several times I became unexpectedly a target of her public outspoken criticism which was always given 

with warm- hearted solidarity.  

She showed that the nurturing of a culture of dialectic debates among all of us is vital for us. She defined 

the role of the primary care paediatricians as primary caretakers for children and she took strong 

advocacy for poor children with less chances for their future- more important now in the pandemic.  

What else is her legacy? We should find out in our memory. I am sure she would have liked that we now 

continue with what she began. We cannot ask her anymore what and how. We have lost a very good 

friend and a compass. 

 

Gottfried Huss 

 

+ 

 

 

It´s hard to find the right words when someone special has gone.  

And Elke was a special person and a special pediatrician. 

Her work and her engagement affected not only her nearest area but also many European countries, 

especially Austria. 

What she taught us will work on in our future activities for children. 

  

With deepest condolences from Austria, 

Werner and Robert 



+ 

 

The news of Elke's death came as a shock to all of us.  

  

She was one of the leading figures of SEPA and ECPCP over several years, even decades, and we will 

never forget her.  

May her soul find peace.  

Our thoughts are with Peter, her husband, and all the rest of her family.   

 Our deepest condolences, from France and all members of AFPA and SNPF,  

especially from Gilbert, Françis, Marie-Noelle, Christine and Andreas.  

With love at this sad time,  

  

Fabienne Kochert AFPA President 

Brigitte Virey SNPF President 

Andreas Werner AFPA Vice President 

  

 

+ 

 

 

Though we haven't all known Elke for a long time we attended a couple of meetings together. She was the 

core of all vice decisions and a very interesting and kind person to talk to. It is a great loss to all of us.  

In the name of the past and present Hungarian ECPCP team we would like to express our condolences to 

her family, friends and colleagues, 

 

Katalin, Ákos, László  

(Budapest, Hungary) 

 

 

 

 
 
 


