
 

PROBLEMS ARISING IN PEDIATRIC PRIMARYCARE ATTENTION DUE TO THE PRIVATIZACION 
PROJECT  OF MADRID HEALTHCARE SERVICES 

The Spanish healthcare system is considered one of the most efficient in the world and 
its cost is lower than the average of the surrounding countries. Faced with declining 
tax revenues resulting from the economic crisis, the Government of the Autonomous 
Region of Madrid announced in late 2012 a plan for sustainability of the health system 
in order to save health costs and adjust according to the decrease income. The plan 
proposes, among other measures, to privatize the management of healthcare in six 
hospitals (including specialty care outpatient) and 27 primary care centers. This 
proposal, which has generated a wave of protests known as the "white tide", is done 
without any technical study which supports it and without considering that there are 
no external evaluations conducted with methodological rigor, to analyze the 
effectiveness and efficiency of  concessional formulas. Nor have considered other 
alternatives, such as increasing revenue by combating tax fraud or improving efficiency 
in health care governance maintaining 

In Spain, Primary Care Centers are public management and in them work family 
physicians, pediatricians and nurses. The privatization project aims to give the 
management of this centers to private companies, established with legal personality 
and financial gain. The center staff would be  hired by the private company. The 
capitation payment would not include the provision of pharmacy, although it is 
planned that in case of savings in the drug budget, part of it could go back to the 
management company, which could raise an ethical conflict. 
 
The decision to privatize health centers implies that they will have less money for 
health  activities, since the objective of this measure is saving. In primary care, the cost 
of a health center takes place basically in staff and pharmacy, so budget cuts may only 
be at the expense of having less professional, worsen working conditions and / or 
reduce pharmaceutical provision. 
 
In Madrid there is a deficit of pediatricians that results, in certain areas,  in 
pediatricians having  1800 children assigned for their care. In some cases, due to the 
shortage of specialists, pediatric vacancies at the health care centers are occupied by 
no pediatric physicians. In this situation, the reduction of personnel in health centers 
can lead to a deterioration in the quality of care provided to children. 
 
The privatization of hospitals can cause problems in the referral of children from 
primary care to pediatric specialties. The privately run hospitals will be responsible for 
a given population and receive an annual capitation, and must pay for the care of 
patients assigned to them that are attended by other hospitals or specialists. In this 



situation, the difficulties are foreseeable for freedom of choice of specialist, and  
maneuvering to try to reduce as much as possible referrals to specialists would be the 
rule. 
 
The Madrid Government, in May 2012, took the decision to stop  the pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine finance,  adducing  purely economic criteria and for the sole purpose 
of saving.  Since that time, families must buy the 13 pneumococcal conjugate vaccine if 
they want to follow vaccine recommendations of the Spanish Association of Pediatrics. 
Following the suspension of public funding of the vaccine is expected the decline in 
coverage rates, the lower  group immunity and the increase of pneumococcal 
infections. 
 

All these difficulties are added to those already faced by children in Madrid and the 
rest of Spain, as a result of the economic crisis, such as  an increase in poverty. 
Currently, 27% of Spanish children live under the poverty line. Another problem 
caused by the crisis is the withdrawal of free health care to foreigners without 
residence permits. Although the regulations remains the guarantee of health care to 
foreign minors under the same conditions as Spanish, many experiences and European 
studies confirm the difficulties of foreign children to access to health services when 
their parents have limited health care . 
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